
Annandale High School PTSA Meeting – September 14, 2010
Attendees:

Carla Bailey, 
Julia Lafferty, Georgi Barker, Kathleen Mahboob, Dorothy Boothby, Anita Majette-Cain, Carolina Caballero, Laurie McCann, Linda Casey, Hassan Mims, Billie Chandler, Jenn Montes de Oca, Michele Del-Signore, Pauline Njorro, Barbara Fitzgerel, John Ponton, Herve Gilliot, Jim Riehl, Christine Gloninger, Emily Slough, Norman Gonzales, Jaye Webb, Charles Hookey, Kim Wright, Angelique Khong-Nguyen, Norma Jean Young, Linda Knoche
I Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7 p.m.

II Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes (August 17, 2010)

The August meeting minutes as presented were approved. The minutes as approved were furnished to Ms. Wright for posting on the AHS Website.
III Approval of Proposed PTSA Budget for School Year 2010-2011

The Budget as proposed by the PTSA Board was voted on and approved by the PTSA Membership present at this meeting and will serve as the operating budget for the PTSA during the 2010-2011 school year.

IV Principal’s Update

Mr. Ponton presented the State of the School Report.  His discussion included the following:
· AHS student enrollment even with a limited boundary change stands at 2576 students (+446).  AHS is currently operated at 120% of capacity.

· A new 14 classroom modular unit is being added to the trailers.  This modular will actually benefit AHS in that it will provide 14 classrooms, conference rooms, rest room facilities.  It will also allow all teachers to have their own classroom rather than moving to different classes throughout the day.
· The down side of having such a large state of the art modular added is that it resulted in the loss of 100 parking spaces.  Furthermore, the construction continuing in Ossian Park has resulted in an additional loss of parking spaces because of the closure of the park’s parking lot.  At this time 63 parking spaces will be released for students.  When Ossian Hall construction is completed (Nov. 2010) an additional 120 parking spaces will be created, and hopes are that 100 will be allotted for AHS students.
· 2010-2011 theme at AHS is “Learning Together, Achieving Together.”

· The profile of AHS at this time is as follows:
1. 86% of student population is General Ed; 15% ESOL; 14% Special Ed

2. Ethnicity: 30% Hispanic; 29% White; Asian and Pacific 22%; Black 15%

3. 72% of the student population speaks English First; 28% are ESOL.

4. 46% of the student population receives free/reduced lunch.

5. AHS has a mobility rate of 19%; Fairfax County in general has a mobility rate of 15%

6. Average Daily Attendance is 95% (an increase of 1% over last year)

7. $4.6 million in scholarships were awarded to the Class of 2010.
8. SOLs – AHS students continue to improve in general on Core SOLs. The goal set by the FCPS Superintendent for all Fairfax County schools is to build a professional learning community that will raise the bar and close the achievement gap.  In order to accomplish this, AHS will aggressively identify early on in the year those students that need help and providing remediation quicker for them to improve.

9. There were 26 candidates for IB Diplomas last year, with 20 (77%) realizing the Diploma.  This is also an area for improvement that the new IB Coordinator will be focusing on.
 V Committee Activity Reports

· Budget and Boundary
Ms. Slough reported on the Boundary Study Committee and presented a map that clearly displays student populations within 2 mile radii of schools within the study. The Committee is exploring all possible options on how to move 500 students from AHS.  Although this was the mission, it now seems that Facilities Management considers the 14 room modular being set up for AHS as new capacity in the capacity count for AHS.  Ms. Slough has asked for clarification on how this latest capacity count relates back to (or not) the original mission of moving 500 students from AHS to eliminate the significant overcrowding.

· Programs

Ms. Young reported on the following:

Back to School Night – scheduled for 9/22 from 6-9 p.m.  There will be information stations for activities, PTSA, Sportswear from 6-7 p.m.  From 7-7:20 p.m. there will be a brief welcome from Mr. Ponton and other Administrative staff.  From 7:20-9 p.m., parents will follow their student’s schedule to meet their student’s teachers.  Parking is at a premium as teachers will all be present which means that there are only 63 spaces available for others to park in – so plan to carpool and arrive early.  Shuttle buses will be arranged to facilitate getting to the schools.  Details on this will be forthcoming.

As previously, Ms. Young is arranging for featured speakers at the monthly PTSA meetings.  The October one will have a speaker on ESOL. The November meeting will have two school Board Representatives to discuss boundary changes (Tessie Wilson and Sandy Evans).  In the spring there will be someone from the Board of Supervisors to discuss the Budget.  More details of speakers at the other/future PTSA meetings will be fort
· Communication

Ms. Wright advised that the one hard copy Courier delivered at the start of the school year was just finally received - more than 10 days later than scheduled.  Ms. Wright advised that with many people on vacations in August, it’s very difficult to insure a timely delivery of a hard copy of the Courier at the start of the school year.  Ms. Wright recommends that we provide all issues of the Courier electronically to avoid this delay again and provide a post card advising recipients that the August Courier is available on line.  Ms. Wright also advised that AHS has a new liaison helping with News and Notes.

· Fundraising

On behalf of Ms. Vu, Ms. Slough advised that efforts are ongoing for selling the remaining AHS slides.  They were made available at the first home football game.  Sales for advertisement in the AHS Directory as well as on the AHS Website will be solicited in hopes of generating revenue to replace the funds usually raised by the Golf a Thon which has been discontinued.  Furthermore, the All Night Grad Celebration is scheduled for 6/16 and Wakefield Rec Center (Audrey Moore) has been locked in as the location.  The mulch sale is scheduled for 4/29-30/2011.  Communications for this sale must go out earlier than last year.

Membership

On behalf of Ms. Winkler, Ms. Slough reported that PTSA membership for 2010-2011 is at 264, a significant increase in membership from this same time last year (100).

Directory

On behalf of Ms. Sheppard, Ms. Slough reported that the Student Directory will be available at Back to School Night (9/22).

Hospitality

Ms. Caballero reported that the Welcome Back Lunch for teachers was a success with pizza, pasta, salad and desserts served.  The breakfast treats furnished at the Parent Orientation were greatly appreciated.  The next event being planned is for Custodian Appreciation and will be lunch and a small gift as a token of appreciation.  There are also two more luncheons planned for teachers during faculty meetings and Teacher Appreciation planned for May.

Teacher’s Representative to the PTSA

Ms. Gloninger presented for consideration by the PTSA the following teacher requests for assistance with funding:
1. Ms. Gloninger – Requested funding of $250 for a team building event (Hemlock Park) for her students. The PTSA approved this request in full.

2. Sisskind – Requested funding of $429.44 to assist in the purchase of accessories for her Smartboard used in ESOL classes.  In order to make a decision on this request, the PTSA determined that additional information was needed and will follow up with the teacher.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:05 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for October 19, 2010 at 7 p.m. in the Library.
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