
Annandale High School PTSA Meeting – October 19, 2010

Attendees:

Georgi Barker, Dorothy Boothby, Kathy Buckley,  Barbara Fitzgerel, Herve Gilliet, Christine Gloninger, Becky Hoisington, Charles Hookey, Linda Knoche, Laurie Lindberg, Kathleen Mahboob, Anita Majette-Cain, John Ponton, Carol Pratt, Emily Slough

I Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7 p.m.
II Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes (September 14, 2010)

The September meeting minutes were approved with a further clarification added: PTSA membership totals as of 9/14 were higher than this same time last year.  The modified minutes as approved were forwarded to Ms. Wright for posting on the AHS Website.

III Principal’s Update

Mr. Ponton reported the following:

· Back to School Night held September 22nd was successful and well attended.

· A “Back Pack” letter was sent home on September 29th with all this school year’s Collaboration Day dates.

· The current student enrollment at AHS is 2600 students, which is 470 students above capacity.

· Completion of the 14 classroom modular unit is now projected to be around winter break.  This modular once completed will have running water which will allow for Biology classes and labs to be held there.  Of the existing trailers, at minimum, two will be removed.
· Ossian Hall construction is now projected for completion by November 11th.

· An IB Extended Essay workshop was held on October 4th for all declared IB Candidate students.  Although we are continuing to try to encourage more student enrollment in the full IB Diploma program, this year’s candidates comprise the largest group thus far – 32 students with another one seriously considering completion towards the diploma.

· 1st quarter interims were delivered to students on October 6th.  The first quarter ends on October 29th with November 1st and 2nd student holidays.

· PSATs were held for all grades except seniors on October 13th.

· An exchange program has been established between AHS and the HS Attached to Northwest Normal University in China.  Educators from this Chinese HS visited AHS on 10/15.  This partnership program was fueled through the efforts of Mr Weintraut

· Events leading up to Home Coming such as Spirit Days, the Pep Rally, Powder Puff Game, the Parade and football game went very well and were all well attended and quite spirited.  The Home Coming Dance on Saturday October 16th went off very smoothly and was well attended with over 750 students.  Kudos to Stephanie Harmony for all her efforts in overseeing the dance.
· The October issue of A Blast was released on October 19th.

· On October 21st AHS will host the HS Principal’s Association.

· The next Collaboration day is scheduled for October 27th.  Cluster 3 Director Jay McLain will attend and observe one of the teaching teams.
· US Department of State’s Hubert H. Humphrey’s Fellows will visit AHS on October 27th.

· A “Seniors Only” concert is planned for October 25th.

IV Committee Activity Reports
Budget (PTSA) 

Mr. Hookey reported that there wasn’t much activity on the expense side of the budget this month.  However, on the income side, donations for Academic Enrichment far exceeded projections ($1245 received vs. $800 projected), and Miscellaneous Donations far exceeded projections as well ($1099 received vs. $300 projected – mostly due to folks generously rounding up their membership dues payments).

Fundraising
Mr. Hookey reported on behalf of Ms Vu that the Athletic Boosters offered to purchase the remaining athletic slides at cost and sells them at Booster tables.  Ms. Slough reported that Ms. Vu will be overseeing the All Night Grad Party and having the first planning meeting for ALG on November 2nd.  A Volunteer is still needed to chair the Golf Classic Fundraiser.  Ms. Lindberg was kind enough to volunteer to chair the Spring Flower and Bulb Sale.
Teacher’s Representative to the PTSA
Ms. Gloninger suggested that students need a clearer reason to join the PTSA – what’s in it for them and why would they benefit.  She continues to seek additional members for PTSA within AHS’ staff and students.
Communication
On behalf of Ms. Wright, Ms. Slough reported that the next Courier was scheduled for release in early November.
Membership
On behalf of Ms. Winkler, Ms. Slough reported that PTSA membership is currently at 437 total members, which is slightly less than where membership was at this same time a year ago.
Budget (FCPS)  and Boundary
Ms. Slough reported that the School Board wants to include in this upcoming budget a raise and step increase to FCPS staff.  They are also looking to reverse possibly within this next year the IB and AP test fees as well as within the next few years the newly implemented athletic fees.  Dr. Dale will be releasing the proposed budget for review in January 2011.

Ms. Slough reported that the boundary study committee got off to a rather slow start but continues to work at reviewing the issues, addressing concerns and developing recommendations regarding changes to the current boundaries.  The scope of this project is very large and the time frame growing increasingly shorter.  There may be a small amount of additional time that can be allowed for the study beyond what was initially scheduled, but the school board really must vote by summer 2011 in order to enact change in Sept. 2012.
Teacher Requests for PTSA Funding
Ms. Slough put forth the following requests for funding from AHS staff for review and consideration by the PTSA:

· School Program Support: 
· Kate  Mounteer – ESOL/Peer Mediation – Requested funding of $217 for material for Mix it Up Day – PTSA approved funding of $200 for this event.

· Student Program Support:
· Kim  Becraft – Just World Interact Club –Requested funding of $250 – PTSA approved in full.

· Fusun  Sulzbach – English – Requested funding of $500 to offset cost of school bus to take students to Shakespeare performance in Staunton – PTSA approved funding in full.

· Kate Mounteer – ESOL/Peer Mediation – Requested funding of $170 to cover fees for student participation at conference – PTSA approved $85.

· Monica Bentley – Business Law – Requested funding of $215.20 to offset cost of a school bus to take students to Fairfax County Courthouse.  PTSA approved $110.

· Leslie Chekin – ESOL – Requested funding of $200 to cover the cost of tickets for students to attend Shakespeare performance.  The PTSA approved in full.
· Professional Development
· Kimberly Sisskind – ESOL –Requested funding of $429.44 FOR smartBOARD accessories.  Funding to support technology should be managed, approved and provided through school channels.  As such, the PTSA did not approve any funding for this request.

· Niki Holmes – English – Requested funding of $1096.48 for coverage of a substitute during her leave where she will be in an international program in conjunction with the State Department.  The PTSA approved funding in the amount of $200.

· Hana Reyes and Carrie Shaefer – Student Services – Requested funding in the amount of $258 to cover the cost of attending a focused seminar on bullying and sexual harassment.  The PTSA approved funding in the amount of $200.

· Stephanie Lewis – Performing Arts/Orch – Requested funding in the amount of $360 to attend the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.  The PTSA approved funding in full.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be on November 16,, 2010 at 7 p.m. in the Library.
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